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Description: 

Coccolithites macellus BRAMLETTE & SULLIVAN, 1961 

Fig. 11 - Coccolithites macellus BRAMLETIB 
& SULLIVAN, n. sp. x 2000 ca. Paratype no. 

564274, proximal view. 
Fig. 12 - Coccolithites macellus BRAMLETTE 
& SuLLIVAN, n. sp. x 2000 ca. Paratype no. 
564275, distal view, long axis 35° to x-nic (•). 
Figs. 13a-d - Coccolithites macellus BRAMLETIB 
& SuLLIVAN, n. sp. x 2000 ca. Holotype, 
no. 564273: a, distal view; b, side view drawing; 
c, distal view, long axis 45° to x-nic (•); d, 

distal view, drawing. 

(•) Measured clockwise from either plane of 
crossed nicols. 

Coccolithites 
macellus 

Coccoliths elliptical, consisting of a very thin, nearly flat plate with somewhat depressed central 
area bordered by a slightly raised ridge. Central area longitudinally bisected by a line com
monly interrupted toward each end by a small round opening. Length 9-15 IL· 

Remarks: 

This delicate form is difficult to see in Canada balsam except with crossed nicols. Specimens 
in the two lowermost Lodo samples have a smaller central area with a less well developed border
ing ridge than is typical (figs. 11-12). However, occasional specimens of this character were 
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found along with the more typical forms, and they are not considered distinct enough to warrant 
taxonomic separation. 

Type level: 

Lower Eocene. 

Distribution: Locally present in Units 1, 2, and 3 (Paleocene and Lower Eocene), rare except 
in the lower part of its range. Occurs in the Paleocene of Trinidad and 2.95 km south of Gan, 
France. 

Type locality: 

Lodo section, northwestern Fresno County, central California, U.S.A. 

Depository: 

U. S. National Museum. Holotype: U.S.N.M. 564273, Lodo 33; paratypes: U.S.N.M. 564274-
564275, Lodo 6+ 1. 

Author: 

Bramlette M. N. and Sullivan F. R., 1961, p. 152; pl. 7, figs. 11, 12, 13a-d. 

Reference: 

Coccolithophorids and related Nannoplankton of the early Tertiary m California. Micropa
leontology, vol. 7, pp. 129-188, pis. 1-14. 
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